
 



Project Information 
 

• Brentwood Community Murals 2004 & 2005 
• Located at Brisebois & Northmount Drives NW and Charleswood & Northmount Drives NW 
• Designers:  Cheri Macaulay, Brisebois; Aaron Petruic, Charleswood, and 61 youth artists  
• Building Owners:  D. Mah, Brisebois; D. Mar, Charleswood 
• Developers:   The Community of Brentwood and Urban Youth Worx 
• Supported by: The City of Calgary, The Calgary Foundation, Federation of Calgary 

Communities, Brentwood Community Association, Grassroots N.W. Environmental 
Awareness Society, local businesses and numerous individual donors 

 
Originally undertaken as anti-graffiti initiatives, the Brentwood Community Murals have indeed 
been successful in curbing vandalism at two gateways to this northwest neighbourhood.  Their 
impact, however, goes well beyond the initial scope of the project.  Nearly 20 months after a 
tentative first step, we find ourselves miles from where we began.  As neighbours we have seen 
that, working together, we have the power to change our world, one graffiti-plagued wall at a time. 
 
Conceptually, the project was simple:  a graffiti artist will respect another artist’s work, leaving a 
highly visible wall untouched once painted with a mural.  Two walls in Brentwood were tagged 
repeatedly with graffiti so the solution was to paint murals on each.  The finished pieces provide 
cheerful, contrasting focal points at opposite ends of the community.  The Brisebois mural with its 
painterly style combines an east-facing view of the downtown skyline and the neighbourhood’s 
well-loved natural areas.  The more graphic Charleswood mural with its view to the west brings 
together neighbourhood landmarks and outdoor activities, with the mountains as the backdrop.   
   
Widespread community involvement was at the very heart of these murals.  Both were designed by 
neighbourhood artists with input from the larger community.  Building on the success of the first 
mural, a competition was mounted to choose the design for the second.  Through community 
newsletters and displays at our local Public Library and Farmers’ Market, the community helped 
choose the final design, created by a teenager who regularly passes the site on his way to school.  
The painting of both murals was a highly collaborative effort with a supervising artist, youth leader, 
and 61 eager young volunteers tackling the massive outdoor “canvasses” over two summers.  
 
The Brentwood Community Murals clearly make a positive contribution to the public realm, 
replacing graffiti with urban art and overcoming the logistics of creating large-scale outdoor art with 
a group of kids and limited resources.  Their true innovation, however, lies in their extraordinary 
level of community involvement.  Neighbours care deeply about these murals and welcomed every 
invitation to participate.  They shared their input and time, cheered and honked as kids painted, 
took photos of progress and stopped to make donations on the spot.  Challenges arose and people 
came together to meet those challenges in surprising and inventive ways.  Gradually connections 
grew and accumulated between individuals and groups, businesses and organizations, and 
between generations and cultures, spreading across our neighbourhood and beyond. Our 
community learned firsthand that small actions can effect huge change in our urban environment.   
 
After work finished each summer hundreds came together in celebration, taking immense pride in 
the young people who reclaimed the vandalized walls and obvious pleasure in the bonds of 
community.  The two murals will remind us of these bonds daily, weekly, and for years to come.  
The brushes have been cleaned and the celebrations concluded, yet we hold on to works of art 
that, as one neighbour has said, make us pause and take a deep, refreshing breath every time we 
pass by.   
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