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World Environment Day: June 5, every year
Website: www.unep.org/wed/2006/ – Drylands 
needn’t be deserts!

June 12: Weed Awareness Day in Brentwood 
Heights
Please join us on Monday, June 12 at 3:30 
p.m. for a hands-on weed and invasive spe-
cies information and application session. 
Andrew Stiles of Nature Calgary will be leading  
sessions for students during the day at Dr. 
Coffin Elementary School and the event is also 
open to community members after the school 
dismissal bell.

Learn about alien invaders, what a weed 
really is, how to manage the worst offenders in a 
timely manner and why we must rethink daisies 
and other escaped ornamentals. Refreshments provided! 
RSVPs appreciated.  

Meet at the Prairie Amphitheatre in Whispering 
Woods, just off Brenner Drive N.W., on the west side of 
Dr. Coffin School. Dress for the weather and for weed-
ing! Although there will be some gloves and hand tools 
available to share, it would be helpful if you brought your 
own. We will be working in both Whispering Woods and 
the Centennial Natureground. Please stay as long as you’re 
willing and able.

Community Gardening Bees
You are heartily encouraged to join our fun and fes-
tive community gardening bees throughout the growing  
season. The Friends of Dr. Coffin Society will be hosting 
regular gardening bees throughout the growing season in 
Whispering Woods and the Centennial Natureground. To 
be notified about the schedule, learn more about native 
plants, weeds and grassland conservation and to keep up 
with impromptu gatherings, please sign up for our list-serve. 
Call Polly at 282-2014 or e-mail environews@shaw.ca.

Grassroots Northland Farmers’ Market re-opens on 
June 13
Our very own Grassroots Northland Farmers’ Market will 
begin again on the east side of the Northland mall parking 
lot, starting Tuesday, June 13 from 3:30 to 7:30 pm.

Mark your calendars now!

Call for community input regarding signs and path-
ways in Whispering Woods
Pathways in Whispering Woods 
We have had a successful meeting with the City of 
Calgary Natural Areas regarding additional pathways in 
Whispering Woods. One definite improvement will be 
the extension of the gravel path from the northeast corner 
all the way to the southwest where it joins the walk-
way between the houses. Thank you for keeping to the  
pathways, especially in the vulnerable grassland areas.
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Interpretive Signage Project in Whispering Woods 
We are still looking for artists, poets, writers, scientists,  
photographers, historians and nature aficionados! We’d love 
your contributions to a community-based project involving 
interpretive signage in Whispering Woods natural area park in 
Brentwood Heights. All those who live, work, attend school, 
pass through or play in Brentwood are invited to participate 
in the creation of educational public signage for this special 
grassland and parkland environment. All ideas and submis-
sions, from any age group, are welcome for consideration.

Please contact me regarding any input you have for both 
signs and pathways.

Be a part of this special community project!

Environmentally yours, 
Polly Lee Knowlton Cockett, 

282-2014 or environews@shaw.ca 

North Hill Publications is now on the Internet 
and to celebrate we are having a contest.

1) Go to our website at: 
www.northhillpublications.com

2) Visit our Community Directory, click 
on Ranchlands and then open the  

  "Ranchlands Round Up" newsletter. 
(Click on the PDF icon)

    3) Answer this question: "Who do 
you call to add your name to the 

Ranchland's Day Home listings?"
4) E-mail your answer to  
events@northhill.net 

and you could win Calgary Zoo passes 
for two adults and two children.
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“If you go down Barrett Drive you will see a little school.  
Do not judge it by it’s size, because inside it’s really cool.”

– Dr. Coffin’s School Song

Greetings from the little school on the hill! The rabbits 
are out and about enjoying the early spring weather, as 
are we all.

We’ve nearly made it through the school year! The 
hockey practices, lessons, school work, volunteering etc. 
are almost finished. Our school community and the larger 
Brentwood community all deserve a pat on the back for 
that.

Of course, at our school we have been busier than 
ever at this jam-packed time of the year. April through 
May saw all of our students taking swimming lessons 
(six sessions altogether). The children swam at Winston 
Churchill community pool’s Swimmer for Life program, 
which offers levels 1 to 5. Students really enjoyed this 
aquatic aspect of our phys-ed program. Jeff Reading, a 
C.B.E. phys-ed specialist, also stopped by and met with 
our enthusiastic teachers to help in planning the phys-
ed program. All students have really benefited from the 
gymnastics program which culminated with “Mission 
Impossible”.

Artists in residence programs have left us with a beauti-

ful variety of art pieces that culminated in the Dr. Coffin 
Art Walk, held on May 4. It was amazing to see the calibre 
of art work that the children are capable of, thanks to the 
skilled input from Carole Bondaroff and Alice Rathgeber. 
The emphasis was on representing learning through artis-
tic expression, be it sculpture, journalling, painting, etc.

On that same day, our annual Volunteer Tea was held. 
Special recognition was given to one of our long-time 
volunteers, Doug Andrews. Doug has helped out ESL 
students three days a week for the past 10 years! In recent 
years, Mr. Andrews has also taught French Canadian folk 
songs to the Division 2 students. Mr. Andrews formerly 
taught Grade 6 at Dr. Coffin School and we feel very lucky 
to have him aboard! On top of all that, Doug also contrib-
utes his expertise in ceramic arts, be it helping Division 2 
students to create Greek style pottery shards or helping 
the Millennium KidznCare program with clay art. He has 
also been known to “farm” at the new Natureground;  hoe-
ing, seeding, weeding and being  generally knowledgeable 
about the different grass and flower species. Thank you so 
much for all your work and enthusiasm, Doug! 

Also, thanks to all of our volunteers at Dr. Coffin 
School. So many people help to make it special here. 
We were proud to be included in Today’s Parent’s “top 40 
schools in Canada.”

Our “Groovy Gala” was a “far out” family dance event 
held on May 12. Cake walks, draws, etc. made for some 
good old fashioned fun at this traditional fund-raiser.

Kindergarten visited “Safe City”, Grades 3 and 4 went 
to see “Sunjata”, a world class performance on West 
African culture at the Children’s Festival and the Grade 5 
and 6 classes went to the Air Museum in May as part of 
their flight and aeronautics curriculum.

Division 1 also visited Nose Hill this spring to have 
a look at native and invasive species. We love that new 
pedestrian bridge! Andrew Stiles from Nature Calgary 
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will visit the students on June 12 to give  hands on public 
education on weeds and invasive species.

Once again, we celebrated the Natureground’s opening.  
Please do come around and stroll the pathways – we will 
be working on drainage and pathways again this summer 
and we are very excited about the signage aspect of the area 
that will be included soon. Anyone interested in helping 
out with some weeding, etc. during the summer is more 

than welcome to participate! We have some really good 
times out there with that beautiful view and the feeling of 
community. Okay, and the coffee and snacks don’t hurt 
either. If you are interested, you can contact environews@
shaw.ca for work bee information.

Anyone interested in our little gem of a school can call 
us at 777-6190. You can also inquire about our amazing 
before and after care program, Millennium KidznCare, by 
calling Wendy at 289-5950.

Have a great summer holiday! 

Heard in the halls:
Alastair M., Grade 2 – “I set a new go-karting record (one 
minute, eight seconds at the Go-Kart track).”

Clayton D., Grade 2 – “This summer I’m finally moving 
into our new house and we’ll have a party!”

Scott A., Grade 2 – “I’m going swimming at my grandma 
and grandpa’s beach this summer!”

Pamela A., Grade 6 – “I’ve had a great seven years here 
– the teachers are awesome.”

Saturday, May 27, 2006
noon to 3 p.m.

Calgary City Hall Plaza

On Saturday, May 27, Child Find 
Alberta will host their Family Fun in the Sun event. Held 
annually, the Family Fun in the Sun event commemorates 
International Missing Children’s Day – a day to raise aware-
ness about missing children and to celebrate the safe return of  
missing children to their families.

This is a fun filled afternoon of entertainment, face 
painting, prizes and treats! Child Find volunteers will 
also be on hand for the “All About Me” fingerprinting 
program.

The festivities take place from noon until 3 p.m. in 
front of Calgary City Hall. This event is free and open to 
the public event.

For more information about Child Find or this event, 
please see the Child Find web page at www.childfind.
ab.ca. 

Respiratory Respiratos – support group for  
oxygen users and respiratory disorders.

MEETINGS HELD AT:
C.U.P.E. #37 Union Hall
5112 3 St. S.E. Calgary

For information, call Barb at 286-8627.

Supported by the Alberta Lung Association.

“Don’t let your attitude  
be your handicap.”


